Wednesday, February 6th 2008

Honourable Chuck Strahl

Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs

10 Wellington Street

Gatineau, Qc K1A 0H4

Mr. Minister,

On Wednesday, January 30th 2008, I was requested, by some Algonquins from Barriere Lake, to attend a nomination meeting to review the Leadership according to Article 8.11 of the Mitchikanibikok Anishnabe Onakinakewin.

I attended at the community gymnasium as a neutral observer without taking sides for any particular individual/s. I was aware that in the past, Mr. Michel Gratton had attended an election as a neutral observer but I have not spoken to him about procedures at that time. At approximately 1 p.m., people started to arrive. I arrived later due to prior commitments in the community. I noticed the absence of Mr. Harry Wawatie and his council members who had been elected in 2007. I did not question anyone about this since it was not part of my mandate.

Twenty individuals who identified themselves as “Elders”, “Kitizijik”, according to the un-coded 50+ grand-parent regulation, were present. It is to be noted that the Mitchikanibikok Anishnabe Onakinakewin does not refer clearly as to who is an Elder, Article 3.11.

Following speeches by a few individuals:

Elder Antoine Decoursay “seated” Casey Ratt in the Chief’s chair.
Elder Severe Ratt “seated” Donat Thusky in a Councillor’s chair.
Elder Willie Nottaway “seated” Roger Jerome in a Councillor’s chair.
Elder Louise Wawatie “seated” Ricky Decoursay in a Councillor’s chair.
Elder Lisa Thomas “seated” Wayne Papatie in a Councillor’s chair.
Then, five “Elders” placed the candidate’s wives behind them. After refusing 2 individuals who were not on the electoral list as well as 3 votes by proxy by individuals for the same reason, 89 people chose these candidates and among them, 13 had votes by proxy.

Violence

Prior to the meeting, a woman arrived in the gymnasium and assaulted a male individual. She was escorted outside by a few individuals and the Sûreté du Québec was notified. A while later, this same woman returned to distribute documents of which she gave me a copy (letter from André Côté and the Mediators report by Judge Réjean Paul, SCJ), this time without any violence other than verbal. Following the selection of candidates, this same female returned screaming and physically fought with another person in the hall. She was forcibly removed by another woman and proceeded to attack another person outside, when the SQ arrested her. It goes without saying that this woman significantly disrupted the meeting and several people even left to avoid confrontations.

Mr. Minister, this is an account of the Leadership review that was carried out by the Barriere Lake community. To the best of my knowledge, it was in accordance with the Mitchikanibikok Anishnabe Onakinakewin.

My best wishes,

Laurier Riel, Courtworker

Neutral observer

(819)449-2638
