


on January 30, 2008, as falsely claimed by Casey Ratt. Therefore, the process used by Casey
Ratt. and others, was not done in accordance with our Anishinabe Onakinakewin.

On February 4, 2008, | wrote to Minister Strahl, to inform him that there had been no new
leadership selection undertaken within our First Nation, according to our Anishinabe
Onakinakewin. Minster Strahl did not respond to my February 4, 2008, letter.

The confusion causetl by the false claims made by Casey Ratt and others has been worsened by
the tssuance of a letter from DIA’s Andre Cote, dated March 10, 2008. This letter indicated that
once again, the Mirdister of Indian Affairs has decided to interfere in our internal affairs by
registering the results of the falsely claimed leadership selection process and to conduct his
relationship with out First Nation with the supposed council composed of Casey Ratt, Ricky
Decoursay. Donat THusky, Roger Jerome and Wayne Papatie.

Minister Strahl did rot consult in any way with our Elders Council before making this decision.
The Minister did not provide our Elders Council with any information whatsoever regarding the
basis for his decision of March 10, 2008; more particularly, Minister Strahl did not provide the
details upon which he based his decision, including a copy of the report by Laurier Riel who
apparently witnessed the supposed leadership selection according to Casey Ratt’s letter of
January 31, 2008.

Minister Strahl’s decision has an impact on our First Nation:

e [t is being acted upon by DIAND, other government departments and the false council as if it
is valid:

e Qur Flders Countil are negotiating with the Minister, matters which are the subject of a
Judjcial Review m case No. T-1514-06;

« It has effectively ignored the authority of our Elders in our role over leadership selections;

e The decision has dlso has fuelled dissension within our First Nation.

Because of the confusion cased by DIA’s March 10, 2008 letter which registers a false Chief and
Council in violation of our customs, and because of the negative impacts this has caused for our
First Nation, our Elders Council commenced this legal action to protect our customs regarding

our leadership selection.

We are also advising the governments of Canada and Quebec, as well as others, that Casey Ratt,
Ricky Decoursay, Ponat Thusky, Roger Jerome and Wayne Papatie, are not authorized
representatives of our First Nation. As such, any undertakings written or oral by these
individuals is not valld and will not be considered binding upon our First Nation.

Sincerely.

T Zloarte

Mitchikanibikok Inik
Council of Elders
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JUDICIAL REVIEW OF MINISTER’S DECISION TO IMPOSE THIRD PARTY MANAGEMENT
ON THE FIRST NATION (FILE T-1514-06)

4,

6.

The Minister decided to impose third party management (“TPM™) on the First Nation in a
decision communicated by letter from Andre Cote, dated July 12, 2006.

On August 10, 2006, the Applicants brought an Application for Judicial Review of the
decision of the Minister to impose TPM on the First Nation, bearing File no. T-1514-06,
alleging among other things that said decision violated the Anishinabe Onakinakewin; that it
was a breach of fiduciary duty and of the honour of the Crown; that it was a breach of natural
justice and the duty of fairness; that it raised a reasonable apprehension of bias and that it
was an abuse of discretion.

The said Application for Judicial Review is pending in Federal Court.

NIKANIKABWIJIK — CUSTOMARY COUNCIL

7.

The Applicant Harry Wawatie was Chief of the Customary Council of the First Nation from
1996 until July 10, 2006. He resigned as Chief on July 10, 2006, because of the dispute with
the Minister over matters involved in the decision by the Minister to impose TPM on the
First Nation.

Former Chief Harry Wawatie’s resignation precipitated a leadership selection within the First
Nation, which resulted in the selection of a new Customary Council composed of Chief Jean
Maurice Matchewan and Councillors Jean Paul Ratt, Benjamin Nottaway, Moise Papatie and
Dawvid Wawatie (“Customary Council”) in July-August 2006. The Applicants presided over
this leadership selection process.

REPORT OF JUSTICE REJEAN PAUL

9.

10.

At first, the Minister refused to recognize the newly selected Customary Council of Chief
Matchewan on the basis that another council was claiming leadership. That other council
was made up of a minority faction, including Jules Papatie and Hector Jerome (“Papatie-
Jerome Group™). This is the same group who are now supporting the purported council of
Casey Ratt. In a letter signed by Pierre Nepton dated August 30, 2006, the Minister refused
to conduct business with either council.

In an Affidavit filed by Pierre Nepton in File T-1514-06, the latter gave the lack of a
recognized council as justification, ex poste facto, for the imposition of TPM.



